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The Indian Journal of Medical Ethics (IJME) is a specialised, peer-
reviewed and indexed bioethics journal that has been published 
every quarter since 1993. It established a broad, independent, 
participatory and national bioethics platform by holding the first 
National Bioethics Conference (NBC) in November 2005 in 
Mumbai, in collaboration with 20 Indian institutions. The NBC 
brings together, on one platform, or ganisations and individuals 
engaged in clinical practice as well as research, education and 
activism in a variety of fields, including medicine, public health, 
social sciences, humanities and law.  The second NBC will be held 
between 6 and 8 December, 2007 in Bangalore.

Developments in technology have been crucial in shaping health 
care all over the world. In view of the importance of health care 
technologies, and the social, economic, legal and moral dimensions 
that shape their development, use and misuse, this will be the 
theme of the second NBC 2007. The conference aims to facilitate 
comprehensive debates on health care technologies in the context 
of clinical practice, research, and public health and policy.

Technologies in medical practice

Medical technologies dominate present-day clinical practice. While 
they are essential for quality of care they also affect the cost of 
health care, people's access to care, and the relationship between 
the practitioners and manufacturers of these technologies. 

A number of ethical issues have arisen in the use of technologies to 
prolong life, such as organ transplantation; technologies for 
artificial reproduction; those for genetic screening, stem cell 
therapy, etc. 

Conference theme and sub-themes

Research on health care technologies has been a hotly debated 
subject in bioethics. This is particularly so in fields such as vaccine 
and drug development, genomics, artificial r eproduction and stem 
cell research. The explosion of research activity has led to the 
development of new arrangements for conducting health research in 
different parts of the world. The growth of contr act research 
organisations and the outsourcing of trials have raised several 
questions about research oversight and mechanisms for demanding 
accountability from dispersed and often unrelated stakeholders.

Discussions on this sub-theme also include priority setting for 
research; the participation (or exclusion) of vulner able groups; 
benefits and undue inducements; risk-benefit analysis; the quality of 
informed consent; injury compensation; standar d of care; post-trial 
benefits; patents and intellectual property rights; and the 
competence and functioning of Institutional Ethics Commit tees.

Health care technologies, public health and policies

Any technology, when used on a wide scale, has important 
consequences for society. This is particularly evident in the case of 
food and agricultural technology. Large numbers of people all over 
the world still suffer f rom malnutrition. Another example of the 
profound impact of technology on human society is in the 
development and deployment of vaccines.

While technology has vastly expanded the range of health care 
options, it has also led to a massive increase in the cost of health 
care. Prohibitive costs have made access to health care difficult for 
many and led to indebtedness and further exacerbation of povert y. 
Paradoxically, the growth of medical technology has levelled 
international barriers, encouraging medical tourism. The 
superimposition of a highly modernised health care system on 
societies where primary care remains a pressing need is fraught with 
ethical dilemmas.

Ethical issues also emerge at the intersections of policies on trade 
and health. For example, intellectual propert y rights, compulsory 
licensing, and international trade agreements have had important 
implications for drug pricing and access in developing countries. The 
balancing of economic and health concerns merits close attention.

Five plenary sessions  will featur e keynote addresses by Indian 
experts. 

The inaugural and closing sessions  will be devoted to the 
main theme of the conf erence. Each of the three other plenary 
sessions will have keynote addresses on each sub-theme.

Papers will be presented in three academic sessions , each 
with at least four par allel groups. In each group, four papers will 
be presented. There will be separate groups for poster 
presentations .
 

There will be two workshop sessions  with at least four par allel 
workshops in each session. Workshops will aim to: 

(a) demonstrate new methods or skills such as methods of 
bioethics training; 
(b)  conduct learning exercises such as bioethics case studies; 
(C)  share experiences; 
(d)  debate controversial issues, and 

 (e)  run simulation exercises such as mock ethics review.

Panel discussion: There will be one international panel 
discussion each. Here presentations made by Indian and 
international bioethics experts will be followed by discussions.

Media sessions  will screen films around bioethics and will be 
followed by discussions with experts.

Four pre-conference satellite workshops  will be held on 
December 5, 2007.
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