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Puzzling silence of the British Medical Association

| support wholeheartedly the argument of Drs Chisholm and
Sheather (1) in their essay in IJME that silence is not an option
in times of conflict; but suggest that there are other situations
in which this principle applies.

Since the authors have referred to the World Medical
Association (WMA) in their essay, | request them to favour us
with their opinion on the deafening silence maintained by the
British Medical Association on the troubling issue of Dr Ketan
Desai being elected President of the WMA despite his being on
trial in a court of law in India for corruption.

Our publication in the BMJ (2) and the response to it by Dr.

Kunal Saha (3) did not result in any action from the British
Medical Association (BMA) or its Medical Ethics Committee. Our
request to the WMA and BMA for information on the financial
statements of the WMA and the contributions made to it by
the Indian Medical Association over the past 10 years too
elicited no response.

I can understand the inability of the Indian Medical Association
to provide this information as the findings may implicate it in
the behind-the-scenes dealings which facilitated Dr. Desai’s
election.

| find the BMA's silence puzzling.

Sunil K Pandya (shunil3@gmail.com), Neurosurgeon, Jaslok
Hospital and Research Centre, Deshmukh Marg, Mumbai 400 026,
INDIA.
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APPEAL FOR DONATIONS TO THE FORUM FOR MEDICAL ETHICS SOCIETY

The Forum for Medical Ethics Society (FMES), publisher of the Indian Journal of Medical Ethics (IJME), appeals to subscribers,
contributors, readers, supporters and well-wishers of IJME and FMES to donate to its corpus and towards the publication of
IJME. Contributions from both individuals and institutions are welcome.

FMES has published the journal on a shoestring budget, without a break, since 1993. The journal is known for being open
access and spearheading discourse aimed at advancing social justice in health and ethics-centred healthcare and health
research reform. It is recognised widely as an authoritative resource of knowledge in bioethics and allied areas of enquiry.
FMES and IJME have not only sustained themselves but have grown over these past 25 years. Our ever-growing base of
readers, contributors, and reviewers enables the publication of multiple and diverse perspectives on wide-ranging topical
areas.We have also striven to upgrade the journal technically to keep up with the advances in publishing to widen our reach.
This has been possible only because of your steadfast and sustained support.

We are committed to maintaining our editorial independence which is critical to safeguarding the scientific integrity of what
we publish.Therefore, wider support from all those who are committed to social justice in health is essential.

FMES is registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 (Reg No: Mumbai-218-1995-G.B.B.D.D) and the Bombay Public
Trusts Act, 1950 (Reg No: F-17441 Mumbai, 1995), and donations are eligible for tax exemption under Section 80G of the
Income Tax Act, 1961

For more details on how to support us, write to fmesmumbai@gmail.com or visit our website www.ijme.in/subscribe-support/

SUPPORT OPEN-ACCESS ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS,
DONATE TO THE FMES CORPUS FOR THE PUBLICATION OF LJME!
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