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“Integrity in Research... 
this is what 

distinguishes 
Science from Fiction” 

 Dr Thomas Kitching
Professor of Astrophysics, UCL



Conducting & producing research which is...

● Honest

● Rigorous

● Transparent and open 

● Undertaken with care and respect

Resnik DB, Shamoo AE. The singapore statement on research integrity. 
Account Res. 2011;18(2):71-75. doi:10.1080/08989621.2011.557296
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Challenges for research integrity in the 
pandemic

1. Volume / resources
2. Quality of research
3. Speed / Timeliness
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Challenges for research integrity in the 
pandemic

1. Volume / resources
2. Quality of research
3. Speed / Timeliness
4. Non-work pressures and priorities
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https://www.the-scientist.com/features/the-surgisphere-scandal-what-went-wrong--67955



Opportunities for research integrity in the 
pandemic

1. Build strong, resilient systems 
2. Evidence value of peer review, data sharing and 

other processes which strengthen research 
integrity

3. Receptive environment for innovation such as 
post-publication peer review
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Thank you

Email us at publicationethics@bmj.com


