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• Vulnerable
• 70% in unorganized sector
• AHF in Punjab
• MD-Home bound

Locked down & left behind

• 1000/- in two installments
• IGNDP

Too little, too few

• No SCDs
• Data & DiDRR

Neglected & forgotten







• Washington,  Alabama, Kansas and 
Tennessee

• Prohibit the rationing of scarce medical 
resources on the basis of disability, 
size, age, HIV/AIDS status, 
comorbidities, or perceived quality of 
life.



A tale of two cities: 
Connecticut & New Delhi



Pandemic Triage: Overall Health
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Pandemic Triage: Quality of Life
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Pandemic Triage: Social Utility
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Rights Examples of violation UN CRPD provisions

Right to liberty & security Hospital detention/Institutionalization Article 28 (Adequate standard 
of living & social protection)

Right to privacy & confidentiality Forced to disclose medical diagnosis Article 22 (Respect for privacy)

Right to information Lack of accessible COVID info Article 9 (Accessibility)

Right to highest attainable standard of 
health

Article 10 (Right to life), 25 
(Health), 26 (Habilitation & 
rehabilitation)

Right to freedom from torture, & cruel, 
inhuman & degrading treatment

Prisoners denied adequate medical 
treatment

Article 25 (Health), 11 (Risk & 
humanitarian emergency)

Right to participate in public policy Lack of opportunity to share voices of 
the marginalised

Article 29 (Participation in 
political & public life)

Right to non-discrimination & equality Refusal of care in ICU CRPD Article 5 (Equality & non-
discrimination)

Human Rights in Patient Care



• COVID-19 guidance on triage - San Marino Republic

• Priority testing at home – UAE

• COVID-19 Disability Advisory Group – Canada

• Humanities scholars in COVID response - Germany

• Discharge & release of PwD from institutions to community –Spain & Switzerland

• Specific opening hours to PwDs/caregivers in lockdown – Panama

• Caregiver exempted from restrictions of movement during lockdown – Argentina

• Accessible information – Paraguay, Panama, NZ

• Early release of prisoners with disabilities – UK, North Ireland, Iran, Turkey

• KIRAN – mental health care helpline (MSJE, India)

Inclusive & Resilient Promising Practices 
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§ Data-who counts depends on who is 
counted

§ 50% of hospitals non-COVID
§ Home based visits/vaccination for 

eldely/PwDs
§ Involve in decision-making processes 
§ Access to livelihood
§ Access to AD & rehab
§ Medical Rationing not on QOL 
§ National Suicide Prevention Strategy



BUILDING BACK BETTER

• Leave no one behind

• Reasonable accommodations 

• Nothing about us, without us (DiDRR)

• Clinicians can be disability rights agents for change

• Translational humanities

• Human rights in patient care
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Human rights are not a privilege
conferred by Govt. 

Each human being is entitled 
these by virtue of their

own humanity.


